Mature females of Dirofilaria immitis always pass degenerated eggs, together with microfilariae, into the blood. In order to know the degenerating process of eggs, heartworms of known age were examined for the morphology and rate of degenerated uterine eggs. In 1-to 3-year-old female worms, most degenerated eggs contained atrophic embryonic cells, whereas those in worms older than these had a hypercleavaged embryo. In the younger females worms, early degenerated eggs were found at the rate of 10% in the upper one-tenth part of the uterus where normally developing eggs had about 20 cells.
